Minutes of the Meeting of the 

Historic New Bridge Landing Park Commission

August 7, 2008

I. Open Public Meetings Statement

Secretary K. Wright read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement and Chairman M. Trepicchio opened the meeting at 7:06 PM

II. Commissioners’ Attendance: A. Dib; M. Donohue; J. Heffernan; W. J. Oddie; A. Strobel; A. Subrizi; M. Trepicchio
Excused: J. Bellis; 
Also present: K. Wright, Secretary; D. Powell, President, Bergen County Historical Society; Lou Kahn; Thomas Laverty, NJDEP Office of Interpretation and Resource Management; Greg Lucento, Bergen County Division of Cultural & Historic Affairs.

III. Review of Minutes 

The Minutes of the Meeting of June 5, 2008 were reviewed and filed as submitted.

IV. Calendar:

BCHS is completing its program schedule for September through June and will present at the September meeting.

V. Chair’s Report:

Chairman M. Trepicchio welcomed everyone back after the July hiatus. During that time, we followed up on issues of concern and broadened our base of support. Chairman Trepicchio, Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue and Secretary K. Wright met with Senator Robert Gordon, on June 18th at Fair Lawn, who agreed to sign on as a co-sponsor. Chairman Trepicchio, Secretary Wright and River Edge Councilman John Felice, met with Senator Gerald Cardinale on July 2nd at Fort Lee. He is a co-sponsor of the Senate bill. We hope to contact Senator Robert Smith, chairman of the Senate Environment Committee, to urge his support. Jordon Wouk, of Teaneck, contacted Senator Jeff Van Drew, of Cape May, District 1, Vice-Chairman of the Senate Environment Committee, who agreed to sign on as a co-sponsor. We greatly appreciated Jordan’s effort on our behalf.

Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue called the entire Bergen legislative delegation for support of the companion Assembly bill No. 3036, which was introduced June 19, 2008, sponsored by Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri Huttle, Assemblywoman Joan M. Voss, Assemblywoman Connie Wagner and Assemblyman Gordon M. Johnson. Assemblywoman Charlotte Vandervalk and Assemblyman John Rooney have also expressed their support. 

The Bergen County Historical Society also sent out an electronic email asking for letters of support from its membership. 

Chairman M. Trepicchio also announced progress on developing the conceptual plans for a museum building on BCHS lands, particularly the filming of the promotional video, Forward to the Past, with a cast drawn from BCHS volunteers and Roosevelt schoolchildren. 

Overall, we are making slow but steady progress, doing a lot of basic planning work with the right professionals, and going through the proper channels to advance awareness of our needs and building support. 

The Campbell-Christie House has been emptied of contents, including artifacts, to begin the work of making structural repairs through engineering investigations. The Bergen County Historical Society again has shown its incredible ability to mobilize volunteers, including our good friends at Ethan Allen, who again rallied to our assistance. They have undertaken an incredible amount of hard work, taking time not only to carefully pack and move objects, but also to photograph and catalog. Due to a miscommunication, the first floor was unnecessarily emptied and furnishings will now have to be returned to the tavern and gift shop and programs planned for September through November, when the Society expected the work to be done. The County of Bergen, however, has graciously agreed to do the structural repairs from next June through August, so as not to disrupt public visitation.

The History Breakfast, which the Blauvelt-Demarest Foundation and the Bergen County Historical Society co-sponsored on June 27th at the Hiram Blauvelt Wildlife Art Museum, was attended to capacity and provided a great showcase for our plans and work to date as well as an opportunity to address the Bergen County history community.

VI. Continuing Business:

A. BAPCO Site Remediation

Tom Laverty, filling in for Acting Director J. Mroczko; Division of Parks & Forestry, and Amy Cradic, Assistant Commissioner of Historic and Natural Resources, who were unable to attend, said that the Commission “probably knows more than I do” at this point about the junkyard remediation. Ed Putnam, the Assistant Director for publicly funded site remediation (NJDEP Division of Remediation Management and Response), was putting together an action memorandum, as we requested. Chairman Trepicchio said that, for the small scale of what needs to get done, that he hoped the work would be completed before winter; June 2009 would be the long-range scenario for the remediation to be done. Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue asked about replacing the fence, noting that the Mayor and Council of River Edge are very insistent about getting rid of this eyesore. The fence is relatively intact and does prevent accessibility, but the Commission asked whether or not the site is patrolled? Secretary Wright noted that the Commission’s acquisition of the auto salvage yard was a monumental, even historical, accomplishment, and he believes time will prove that it was a great purchase. 

B. HNBL Signage Project and Committee
Tom Laverty and Commissioner A. Strobel reported they had circulated information on the pre-bid meeting, scheduled for August 26th at the Steuben House. Commissioner A. Subrizi, Chairwoman of the Signage Committee, will attend. They were unsure how many consultants from the qualified list would be there. 

C. Parks & Forestry Webpage

Tom Laverty will follow up and provide information on changes.

D. Demolition of Saw Shop

Tom Laverty said that the last he spoke with Regional Superintendent Steve Ellis, the process was moving forward. Chairman Trepicchio said that he was looking forward to this improvement as another sign of progress on the site.

E. Legislation

Chairman M. Trepicchio described his meetings with key legislators in his Chairman’s Report. The Assembly bill was posted June 19th, at the end of the last session. He notes that Assemblyman John Rooney sits on the Assembly Environment Committee, so we will have a friend and supporter there, if the Assembly bill is assigned there. 

F. BCHS Museum Building

BCHS President D. Powell had an engineer with considerable experience in preparing site plans for new construction and expansions of existing buildings, who previously served as Chief Engineer for the Hackensack Meadowlands Commission, volunteer his assistance in setting out a prioritized list of items/services needed prior to construction of the museum building. The immediate need is for (1) a deed and title search, (2) a wetland field survey and delineation, and (3) a boundary and topographic survey (including location of wetlands). Upon the engineer’s recommendation, she has solicited bids from reputable firms for these three priority tasks, amounting to $14,000 and is seeking grant assistance from the Blauvelt-Demarest Foundation.

The concept of the museum building, not to be confused with the proposed visitor center (a replica of the 1819 Bergen County Courthouse) on the former junkyard site, has evolved in recent weeks. The architect is recommending a 50' x 80' building, two-and-a-half stories, loosely based on the former Veldran’s Mill in Oradell, which will be sited on pilings over the drainage ditch between the Campbell-Christie and Demarest Houses, within sight distance of the original tidal gristmill at HNBL. Mitigation of the drainage ditch will contribute significantly to restoration of the wetlands. Since the Demarest House was originally built for a gristmiller, this will definitely enhance the interpretation of the site, especially with an exhibit on tide mills along the Hackensack to explain this distinctive technology, once prevalent along the river. It will also offer provide a central feature, tying the relocated buildings together, while offering an excellent view of the entire site, including the riverfront and Teaneck.

Secretary K. Wright reported that Gabriele Group Films will spend two days (August 10-11) shooting footage at Historic New Bridge Landing for the educational/promotional video, Forward To The Past, where schoolchildren discover history in their backyard and learn how historic artifacts and places open a window on the past. The video, together with a poster, will launch our school coin drive to build the museum building. Roosevelt School Principal Tony Vouvalides and teachers Mary Miller and Donna Wagner came up with the idea of a statewide school coin drive, modeled on those that built the platform for the Statue of Liberty and restored Old Ironsides. We are setting up an account with Commerce Bank to facilitate donations to the New Bridge Conservancy Fund.

The script begins with school children reading the historic marker at the Washington Spring in Van Saun Park, but filmmakers learned that the County charges $1,000 and an insurance bond to shoot there. Since this could not be waived, we will have to simulate the children reading the marker at HNBL instead. Commissioner A. Strobel offered to see what he could do, if Secretary Wright could forward the request to him. Secretary Wright said he would do so, time permitting, since featuring the well-known County Park statewide would be a great marketing opportunity as well as a boost to local pride in our heritage.

G. Campbell-Christie House Work

Commissioner A. Strobel, Janet Strom, from the Bergen County Division of Cultural & Historic Affairs, Secretary K. Wright, and D. Powell, BCHS President, met with the engineers from HJGA Consulting, Architecture and Historic Preservation, of Montclair, NJ, on July 16th, when they lifted floorboards to examine the underlying joists. Carol Messer, Division of Cultural & Historic Affairs, sent correspondence about the preliminary engineering report. She is awaiting a revised proposal Secretary K. Wright noted that bead-edged beams, typically exposed were revealed, some in situ, but others shaved and reused as joists. He is curious as to when they were first concealed by the ceilings, especially since the fireplace mantles date to the 1830s. The evidence suggests a more complicated architectural evolution and raises the philosophic question of whether the original joists and accurate replacements should be restored. According to hi interpretation of what he heard said, the queen posts in the garret may not be properly supported from underneath, by the studs in the hallway walls and by a misplaced support column in the basement. This is causing the weight of the roof to push out on the front and rear walls, resulting in the cracks. BCHS has already had an architect look at the problem, who offered his opinion, but recommended an engineer to examine. The floor load in the garret is an issue that was recently raised and never part of the original proposal. Now that it will be necessary to store the contents of the building, including museum objects, for an additional six months, BCHS wants to know if the Division of Cultural & Historic Affairs will extend their offer to pay for storage costs of $320 per month beyond December 31st and without conditions that contradict the lease and restrict future use.

BCHS President D. Powell asked how would we have input? In future, communications will funnel through Chairman M. Trepicchio, though BCHS wants to be copied on all correspondence affecting its property. She also noted that the Society will now have to revise its programming at a late date to schedule events for September through November. We will also have to rally the troops to return items to refurnish the gift shop and tavern. An incredible effort has already been undertaken and partly wasted, due to the lack of open communications.

BCHS President noted the incredible publicity the Society has generated and received, recently over the Meerwald sails. The Society has a higher profile than ever. Secretary K. Wright noted that this December marks the 25th anniversary of our annual Holiday Concerts, featuring Linda Russell & Company.

H. Master Gardeners Proposal

Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue contacted Virginia Korteweg, of River Edge, regarding the Master Gardeners’ proposal to build a colonial garden in front of the Campbell-Christie House. She is presently out of town.

VII. New Business:

A. History Breakfast

Secretary K. Wright organized a History Breakfast, which the Blauvelt-Demarest Foundation and the Bergen County Historical Society co-sponsored at the Hiram Blauvelt Wildlife Art Museum on June 27th. The attendance exceeded our expectations and we were forced to cut off reservations so as not to exceed capacity. About 85 people, representing nearly every municipality in Bergen County, listened to greetings and presentations from Freeholder Julie O’Brien, River Edge Mayor Peg Watkins, Deb Francica, Senator Weinberg’s Chief of Staff, HNBLPC Chairman M. Trepicchio, Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue, Roosevelt School Principal Tony Vouvalides and teachers Mary Miller and Donna Wagner. In one of the highlights of the meeting, conservator Garry McGowan, of CPR, Blairstown, NJ, showed several water-damaged objects that received conservation work after the flood, including the small teddy bear and several documents. Petitions for the North Hackensack station named changed were signed and 23 attendees joined the Bergen County Historical Society. There were compliments all around for our gracious hosts, the Blauvelt-Demarest Foundation, and the excellent catering. Many participants enjoyed their first look at the Blauvelt Wildlife Art Museum.

B. BCHS Annual Luncheon
The Bergen County Historical Society’s annual luncheon and election of officers was held at Sanzari’s New Bridge Inn on June 22, 2008. The room was filled to capacity. Past president K. Wright gave a short talk on the history of the name changes at New Bridge, relating to the train station, first called Cherry Hill and later North Hackensack. Special guests included Assemblyman John Rooney and Rev. Msgr. Robert H. Slipe, Pastor of St. Peter the Apostle R. C. Church in River Edge. D. Powell was elected to her second term as President. 

C. Greater River Dell Chamber of Commerce

Virginia Korteweg, who attended the History Breakfast, invited Chairman M. Trepicchio, Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue and Secretary K. Wright to make a presentation at the Greater River Dell Chamber of Commerce meeting, held at Jersey Boys Restaurant in New Milford on July 2nd. The presentations were well received and we made several new contacts in the local business community, which included representatives from River Edge, Oradell, Hackensack and New Milford. New Milford Councilwoman and HNBLP Commissioner Ann Subrizi and River Edge Councilman John Felice also attended.

D. Capital funding

Chairman M. Trepicchio corresponded with Amy Cradic, NJDEP Assistant Commissioner of Historic and Natural Resources, regarding capital funding for HNBL. She was unable to attend the meeting and Tom Laverty promised to follow up on this request.

E. NJ Transit and Name Change

Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue reported that River Edge Mayor Peg Watkins received a call from John Leon of NJ Transit regarding the proposed name change at North Hackensack Station. They hope to set up a meeting soon with all interested parties. Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue is leading the effort to collect a thousand signatures for the name change.

F. Bridge Maintenance

Commissioner M. Donohue contacted PSE&G about possibility of lighting the bridge. She learned that they have grants for such projects and would be very interested in accomplishing this project.

Chairman M. Trepicchio noted that saplings and weeds are growing out of the turntable of the historic 1889 swing bridge. He noted that the County of Bergen spent $600,000 restoring this important component of the site. Commissioner A. Strobel confirmed that County engineers had examined the bridge for damage after the April 2007 flood. He also reported that Carol Messer, of the Division of Cultural & Historic affairs, had asked the County Public Works Department to clean up the bridge.

G. Mail

The River Edge Post Office contacted John Heffernan and said that mail for the Steuben House, including mail for the HNBLPC, had not been retrieved since last December. They were holding the mail, but would not do so much longer. Chairman M. Trepicchio said we should open a post box at the New Bridge Landing postal substation.

VIII. Adjournment:

Commissioner J. Heffernan said he is unable to attend the September meeting. The meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM.

IX. Next Meeting:

The HNBLPC will meet at 7 PM in the Campbell-Christie House, 1201 Main Street, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661 on Sept 4, 2008. Future meetings are scheduled for Oct 2, Nov 6, and Dec 4, 2008.

A Reminder: Commissioners representing the Borough of River Edge, the Borough of New Milford and one representative of the Township of Teaneck need to be re-appointed at the annual meeting on October 2, 2008.
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