Minutes of the Meeting of the 

Historic New Bridge Landing Park Commission

October 2, 2008

I. Open Public Meetings Statement

Secretary K. Wright read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement and Chairman M. Trepicchio opened the meeting at 7:07 PM

II. Commissioners’ Attendance: J. Bellis; A. Dib; M. Donohue; J. Heffernan; W. J. Oddie; A. Strobel; M. Trepicchio
Excused: A. Subrizi.
Also present: K. Wright, Secretary; D. Powell, President, Bergen County Historical Society; Lou Kahn; Thomas Laverty, Office of Interpretation and Resource Management.

III. Review of Minutes 

The Minutes of the Meeting of August 7, 2008 were reviewed and the following corrections made: Under IV Calendar, it reads, “at the September meeting,” it should read “at the October meeting.” Under VI Continuing Business, B. HNBL Signage Project and Committee, where it reads, “Commissioner A. Strobel and Commissioner A. Strobel reported, …”it should read, “Commissioner A. Strobel and Commissioner A. Subrizi reported…” Motion to approve the Minutes as corrected: M. Donohue; Second, J. W. Oddie. Motion carried. A. Strobel, abstained. Minutes were filed as corrected.

IV. Calendar:

Spook Bridge & the Legends of New Bridge, October 25, 7-9 PM Presentation of ghost stories from local newspapers and dramatic presentation from Francis Koehler’s Hilda: A Romance of the Revolution, including origin of Spook Bridge legend.

Mitzvah Day, November 2, 2008 10 M -12:00 noon, Volunteer site clean-up

USO Victory Canteen at the History Café in the Campbell-Christie House, November 9, 2008, 1-4 PM

Harvest Home at the Black Horse Inn, Fruits of the Harvest Tavern Fare, $20 per person, November 16, 2008, 1-4 PM

Holiday Open House, December 14, 2008, 2-4 PM

Winter Tavern Nights, December 18 & 19, 2008, 5-7:30 PM, $30 per person

25th Annual Colonial Christmas Concerts, December 20th, 7 & 8:30 PM, and December 21st, 6 & 7:30 PM, featuring Linda Russell & Companie.

Twelfth Night Party, January 4, 2009, 2-5 PM.

St. Valentine Poetry Reading and Love Letters Shared at the History Café, February 15, 2009, 1-4 PM.

Chwame Gischuch, the Lenape New Year, at the History Café, March 22, 2009, 1-4 PM, featuring Bob Wills of the Sunrise Trading Post.

The Hudson 400 at the History Café, April 5, 2009, 1-4 PM, featuring Kevin Wright on his forthcoming book, 1609, A Country Which Was Never Lost.

Pinkster Fest, A Colonial Celebration of Spring, May 3, 2009, 1-4 PM.

The Bergen County Historical Society also conducts monthly lecture programs at the Second Reformed Church in Hackensack on the third Thursday. The Revolutionary War Roundtable meets the last Tuesday of the month in the Iron Horse Inn, Westwood, NJ. For additional information on Society programs and events, visit: www.bergencountyhistory.org

V. Annual Business:

A. Appointments:

Secretary K. Wright announced receipt of a letter from the River Edge Mayor and Council re-appointing Mary Donohue as the Borough of River Edge’s representative.

B. Election of Officers:

Secretary K. Wright opened the floor for nominations. Commissioner A. Dib nominated the existing officers: Chairman, Michael Trepicchio; Vice-chairwoman, Mary Donohue; Treasurer, James Bellis; Secretary, Kevin Wright. Commissioner W. J. Oddie seconded the nomination of the slate. There being no other nominations, the Secretary asked for a motion to close nominations: motion, J. W. Oddie, second, M. Donohue. Secretary K. Wright asked the commissioners to fill out their paper ballots in conformity with the By-Laws. The slate was unanimously elected.

VI. Chair’s Report:

Chairman M. Trepicchio commented upon the progress made over the past year, noting that we have accomplished a lot of important work together. Although we all have different agendas sometimes, it is most important that we are all on the same page. We have pushed the stone uphill, moving closer to remediation of the junkyard and demolition of the Saw Shop. He thanked the state representatives for their help: Assistant Commissioner A. Cradic, Division Director J. Mroczko, Acting Regional Superintendent S. Ellis; and Tom Laverty, OIRM.

He thanked Vice-Chairwoman Mary Donohue for her unstinting hard work, recognizing that none of our success would have happened without her steady dedication, not only on the train station name change, but in all aspects of our work. Mary is really the driving force for many of our most promising and successful initiatives. 

He complimented the Bergen County Historical Society on overcoming great difficulties, making great strides under President Deborah Powell, who has mobilized volunteer efforts on a number of projects. The Society continues to push against all obstacles and is commended for their hard work, especially in spearheading the drive for a museum building, which will provide a safe and permanent home for the museum collections. He complimented D. Powell particularly for the great care she has shown for the museum collections, her protection and interest being second to none. John Heffernan and Al Dib ably represent the Historical Society, both contributing a lot of time and talent to the cause. Both are valuable advisors and hard workers.

Chairman Trepicchio thanked the County Executive and Board of Freeholders for their resolutions of support and for their commitment to keep the Campbell-Christie House in proper repair. He looks forward to working out any outstanding issues in a spirit of true partnership. He thanked Adam Strobel for his professional input and diligence. 

Chairman Trepicchio also applauded James Bellis for the support of the Blauvelt-Demarest Foundation, for persisting in his efforts to restore and maintain the Demarest House according to the highest standards and for helping out in times of need. We all appreciate his true commitment to the project. 

He recognized Ann Subrizi for her exemplary hard work. She is a true contributor on many levels, consistently showing up whenever help is needed, chairing the Signage Committee and leading other important initiatives.

Chairman Trepicchio thanked Teaneck’s representative J. W. Oddie for his valuable input and for donating considerable time and talent in maintaining the grounds, restoring furnishings, helping out with the moves and being generally supportive of all our efforts. He is a valuable addition to the commission.

Chairman Trepicchio expressed appreciation for Secretary Kevin Wright’s work as commission secretary and as Historic New Bridge historian, for being a constantly available sounding board and for providing institutional knowledge on a range of topics.

Saying, “Thanks to all, even to those who are not here this evening” Chairman Trepicchio noted, “we make a great team.” He thanked our legislators, of both parties, and all past commissioners and the past chairman, Bob Griffin, for advancing us this far. A spirit of full cooperation is necessary to finally succeeding in this remarkable project, which will bring lasting benefit for the public good. Sometimes we have to push and shove, but all for the right reasons.

Lastly, Chairman Trepicchio listed the highlights of the past year: (1) moving the amended legislation forward; (2) a frank and good meeting with the Governor; (3) continuing efforts to change the name of the North Hackensack NJ Transit station to Historic New Bridge Landing; (4) starting the process of building a museum, the Society and friends in the community, notably Principal Tony Vouvalides and Roosevelt School teachers Mary Miller and Donna Wagner, have made great strides in building a coalition of private support for our efforts. The making and distribution of the DVD Forward to the Past and Deborah Powell’s production of accompanying brochures and posters is a great achievement; (5) the work of junkyard remediation and planning for the visitor center; (6) having Tim Adriance complete a scope of work and starting restoration of the Demarest House; (7) Starting process to rehabilitate the Thomas-Westervelt Barn; (8) re-painting and re-furnishing the Campbell-Christie House; (9) successfully undertaking two moves of the Society’s collections within the past year, relying upon volunteers; (10) working towards a historic structures report and structural analysis for the Campbell-Christie House.

VII. Continuing Business:

A. BAPCO Site Remediation

Tom Laverty reported Ed Putnam was probably over-optimistic when he said that remediation could be completed by December. He claimed that NJDEP still had to calculate the amount of soil requiring removal. Chairman M. Trepicchio noted that Ed Putnam definitely specified, on the record, that “2,000 cubic yards” had to be removed. The remediation will definitely be completed by the end of spring.

B. Property Acquisitions

No update.

C. HNBL Signage Project and Committee
Commissioner A. Strobel reported the signage committee was not comfortable with the contractors’ bids, believing they didn’t understand the full scope of work and showed a lack of experience with this type of project. Consequently, they ranked the submissions low and returned to Tom Laverty. BCHS President D. Powell noted the committee had less than 24 hours to review the submissions, which was inadequate. If you wanted to research the companies, you wouldn’t have sufficient time. The scope of work will be resubmitted for bids in near future. 

D. BCHS Museum Building/Fundraising
Gabrielle Group Films has shot the final scenes for the DVD “Forward To The Past” at a branch of Commerce Bank. The final edit is being made and Principal Tony Vouvalides and Secretary K. Wright will premier the video at a luncheon of Bergen County School Administrators on October 14th at Seasons restaurant in Washington Township. Mary Donohue has also sent letters to two potential major donors as part of the fundraising campaign.

E.  Society Report

BCHS President D. Powell reported the first FEMA check is due at any moment, it having been recently issued.

F. Parks & Forestry Webpage

No update

G. Demolition of Saw Shop

Tom Laverty thought the demolition would probably come in January. It proved to be a bigger project than anticipated. In response to questions from previous meeting, he said that the contractors generally cut piers off, but will see what it takes to remove them from the riverbed. 

H. Steuben House/Historic Structures Report & Discovery Project

Tom Laverty reported that when Acting Regional Superintendent Steve Ellis had a contractor come out and inspect the leaking chimney, he discovered leaking flashing and repaired with caulk. He will monitor after future rainfall. He would also like to repair water damage to the interior walls and will submit a plan of repairs when available.

I. Amended legislation

The Senate Environment Committee will hear Senate Bill #1644 on October 6th at 10 AM. It will be the first bill that they hear in the fall session. Senators Loretta Weinberg, Gerald Cardinale, and Robert Gordon are co-sponsors.

Chairman M. Trepicchio, commissioner Al Dib, Secretary K. Wright and BCHS President D. Powell met with Senator Weinberg this afternoon to review further amendments to the bill, which the NJDEP proffered. Those in attendance found the recommended changes not only acceptable, but positive and exciting. Under the amended legislation, the Governor will appoint the representatives of the Bergen County Historical Society, Blauvelt-Demarest Foundation, the County of Bergen, and the municipalities of River Edge, Teaneck and New Milford to five-year terms with the advice and consent of the Senate. The state’s representation will be elevated from the Director of Parks and Forestry to the NJDEP Commissioner. The Governor may remove any member for cause after a public hearing. Commissioner will take an oath to fulfill duties. The Commission shall submit a master plan, consisting of the general management plan and interpretive plan, which the Commissioner will approve within 90 days or provide explanation. Clauses are inserted to prevent any conflicts of interest. The Commission will submit an annual report and financial statement, including annual audit, to the Governor and Legislature on or before December 31st. Under these terms, the Commission may request annual appropriation. All other clauses, duties and powers of the 1995 legislation are retained, including the power to review and approve all work on buildings and lands. The transfer of administration of state lands and buildings and operational funding is included. 

J. Campbell-Christie House Addition of Kitchen Wing and Structural Repairs

No update.

K. Demarest House Restoration

Commissioner J. Bellis reported that Tim Adriance is working on a proposal for restoring the Demarest House, which he will submit to the HNBLPC for approval at its next meeting. He met with Tim Adriance and Secretary K. Wright at the Demarest House Museum, looking it over inside and out, and developing a plan to dedicate its restoration and interpretation as a monument to the Huguenots who originally settled the upper Hackensack Valley. Tim began by studying the 38 HABS (Historic American Buildings Surveys) of the house, ascertaining which ones depict its earliest known condition and appearance, and examining all available early photographs of the house for details. From these studies, he will be able to propose corrections of some architectural mistakes made in the 1930s, including rakes, fascias, roof shingles and siding, Mechanical problems will also be corrected, installing new sump pumps, removing the cellar furnace and installing a new one in the garret, well above flood levels, and making the cellar windows operational for proper ventilation. The exposed timbers in the rear interior wall will be properly covered and other interior improvements made to better reflect what it originally looked like. He will also install proper hardware, including door handles and better locks, of museum quality, and improve interior lighting. Tim is scheduled to meet with his HVAC contractor tomorrow for finding prices of mechanical upgrades. It will also be necessary to cut down the cottonwood growing against the rear wall of the house. He will submit his scope of work and proposal for the Commission’s consideration and approval. Over all, he concluded, the structure is in very good shape.

Commissioner Bellis also is submitting a $14,000 grant request to the Board of the Blauvelt-Demarest Foundation from BCHS to fund two priority items, wetlands delineation and a topographic survey, which are requisite for future site development, especially for the proposed museum building. He also has conversed with Tim Adriance about a proposal to renovate the Westervelt-Thomas Barn for storage and display purposes, thus addressing some of the collections-storage issues. Tim is examining digital photographs of the barn on its original site on Ridgewood Road in Washington Township, which fortunately show all four sides. The shadows of removed windows indicate that the existing siding is original. It will likely be necessary to re-side the building and he is looking into a sawmill that can replicate siding of the same profile. His plans will include restoring appropriate windows and to return barn to its original appearance. By strengthening the loft space, it can be adapted to storage and display purposes without detracting from original fabric of the building. He is also contemplating installation of a staircase in rear stall to facilitate access and egress to loft story. This will enable construction of a climate-controlled, fire resistant storage space within the barn.

L. Master Gardeners Proposal

No update.

M. Capital Spending

No update.

N. North Hackensack Train Station Name Change

Commissioner M. Donohue reported on a very successful meeting with John Leon, who is in charge of community relations for NJ Transit, at the River Edge Borough Hall on Kinderkamack Road on September 17, 2008. Mayor Peg Watkins of River Edge hosted the meeting, which included Assemblywoman Charlotte Vandervalk, Mayor Peg Watkins, River Edge Councilman John Felice, and representatives from Congressmen Scott Garrett, Steve Rothman, Senators Weinberg, Cardinale and Gordon, and Assemblyman Rooney. We received letters of support from US Senators Lautenberg and Menendez. HNBLP Chairman Mike Trepicchio, Vice-Charwoman Mary Donohue, Secretary Kevin Wright and commissioners Al Dib, W. J. Oddie, BCHS President Deborah Powell and BCHS Trustee Barbara Marchant, Roosevelt School Principal Tony Vouvalides, and Carol Messer, Director of the Bergen County Division of Cultural & Historic Affairs, attended, all expressing support for the name change. We also had resolutions of support from the Boroughs of River Edge, New Milford and the Township of Teaneck. John Leon explained why NJ Transit would be resistant to re-naming a station, but set forth three criteria: (1) River Edge designating a portion of the town as New Bridge; (2) written support from legislators municipalities and public; and (3) approximately $500,000 to meet the cost of changing the name. In response, various attendees noted that the railroad had imposed the name in 1907 after the postal substation was renamed, therefore, since the postal substation has also been renamed Historic New Bridge Landing, so should the train station. The redevelopment plan for the southern portion of River Edge is also called New Bridge. We already have resolutions of support from the County and the surrounding municipalities, the HNBLPC and the BCHS. We have already accumulated several hundred signatures on a petition. Lastly, Councilman John Felice questioned the $500,000 price tag for the name change, since NJ Transit would have to re-print schedules when trains and ticket prices change anyway.

Tim Adriance reported that several road maps, including those distributed at Exxon gas stations, include New Bridge as a geographic place name.

VIII. New Business:

A. BCHS Work Days

Over the past five Sundays, volunteers are cleaning and re-painting parts of the interior of the Campbell-Christie House as needed and also its reproduction furnishings. Volunteers are restocking the refurbished Gift Shop and repairing old glass display case. Commissioner W. J. Oddie is do carpentry improvements, adding plate rails to the pewter dresser, repairing the swing gate and post of the bar, repairing glass and shelf brackets of display case and restoring a table for use. The house will be up and running in great condition for the Spook Bridge event. The Society is presently moving back its furnishings and stock into the Campbell-Christie House, the use of which it holds under lease in exchange for leasing the footprint of the building to the County.

B. (201) Magazine article on HNBL

Secretary K. Wright noted that the (201) magazine HNBL article was published in the October 2008 issue. 

C. 1889 Bridge Maintenance

BCHS President submitted photographs of the trees and vegetation growing out of the 1889 Swing Bridge, which the County of Bergen spent $450,000 to restore several years ago.

IX. Adjournment:

Before adjournment, Commissioner W. J. Oddie complimented Chairman M. Treppichio on his outstanding first year as chairman of the commission and for his excellent leadership. Everyone signaled their agreement through a round of applause. The meeting adjourned at 8:31 PM.

X. Next Meeting:

The HNBLPC will meet at 7 PM in the Campbell-Christie House, 1201 Main Street, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661 on November 2, 2008. Future meetings are scheduled for Dec 4, 2008.
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