Minutes of the Meeting

Of the Historic New Bridge Landing Park Commission
December 6, 2007

I.
Call To Order:
Secretary K. Wright read the Open Public Meeting statement and Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.

II.
Attendance:

A. Dib; M. Donohue; J. Heffernan; J. Oddie; A. Subrizi; 

Also, K. Wright, HNBLPC, Secretary; Thomas Laverty, Office of Interpretation and Resource Management, Division of Parks & Forestry; Deborah Powell, President, Bergen County Historical Society, R. Fitzgerald, Superintendent, Ringwood State Park; Lou Kahn.

III.
Minutes:

A. Review of Minutes:

The Minutes of the Meeting of November 1, 2007 were reviewed. A. Subrizi was incorrectly listed as attending. The minutes were filed as corrected.

B. HNBL Activities Calendar: 

· Feast of St. Nicholas Tavern Night, December 8, 5 to 7 PM at Campbell-Christie House.

· St. Nicholas Day, December 9 at Campbell-Christie House.

· Colonial Christmas Concerts at Campbell Christie House: December 15 & 22 at 7 and 8:30 PM; December 16 & 23 at 6 and 7:30 PM.

· Twelfth Night Party at Campbell-Christie House, January 6, 2008 from 2 to 5 PM.

· History Café, February 10 at Campbell-Christie House.

· Washington Birthday Celebration at Campbell-Christie House, February 17, 1 to 4 PM.

· Pinkster Fest, May 18 from 1 to 4 PM.

IV. Chair’s Report

A. Vice-Chairwoman Mary Donohue summarized the recent meeting of the Steuben House Committee, including M. Donohue, Al Dib, Tom Laverty, Superintendents R. Fitzgerald and S. Ellis and Chairman Trepicchio (ex officio). They discussed the deconstruction and restoration of the Zabriskie-Steuben House to the period of Steuben’s ownership 1783-88 (as called for in the HNBL Interpretive Plan) and the reality that the artifacts will not return. Opening the empty house is not really an option; the authentic artifacts were the primary draw. Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue concluded that we are going to need competent full-time help to keep the public interested and coming back, especially school groups. The Commission agreed that deconstruction and archeological exploration of the architectural fabric, leading to restoration, with a public educational component, was the desired outcome. A Furnishing Plan must precede the creation or placement of any replica furnishings. High=quality reproductions will be expensive to research and acquire. This also raises the issue of appropriate professional care, so that there is no repeat of the loss that occurred to authentic furnishings. 

Since the Commission exercises a governmental function with specified powers, it cannot itself raise private funding or qualify for grants; this would have to be undertaken by a private non-profit agency. There was a consensus that the HNBLPC needs a separate line-item appropriation, which would enable it to hire on its own. Superintendent R. Fitzgerald agreed to provide a complete breakdown of all expenditures upon the Steuben House and Historic New Bridge Landing. T. Laverty suggested that the Commission should reconsider the expenditure of the $100,000 for the signage/landscape proposal presently in the hands of Al Payne and his staff and redirect to some kind of Historic Structures Report.

B. The Commission agreed that the Saw Shop property was an eyesore and that a demolition request could be submitted, pending review of the State Historic Preservation Office and a final discussion and recommendation from the Commission. The building was originally built for the Arrow Canoe Club in 1913 on a riparian grant. 

Resolved, that the Historic New Bridge Landing Park Commission authorizes the submission of a demolition request for the former Arrow Canoe Club building (Saw Shop), with the understanding that the State Historic Preservation Office will review its significance and make recommendations. Motion, M. Donohue, Second, A. Subrizi. Motion carried.

C. Vice-Chairwoman Donohue reiterated her belief that HNBL should be connected to Van Saun Park by jitney. She is scheduling a meeting with the County Freeholders.

D. Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue again stated that the computers, printers, scanners, projectors, screens, television and other equipment belongs to the HNBLPC, having been acquired through a $30,000 grant from the Department of Community Affairs. The Commission requires access to this equipment and to its files in the Steuben House.

E. Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue stated that she was very hopeful. She described A Way Forward as a wonderful document, a good place to start. She will begin to organize meeting for fund-raising drive. She asked for comments and notations on the document to facilitate discussion at the next meeting. She noted upcoming meetings with mayors and councils, beginning with River Edge, with our legislators, and with the Bergen County Freeholders. She will to set up a meeting with the Governor.

V. Committee Reports:

A. Long-Term Planning Committee: No update.

B. Fundraising Committee: Meetings being scheduled to get things moving. The BCHS has already solicited donations through the Internet to repair damaged collections. Several thousand dollars already raised.

C. Signage/Landscaping Committee: T. Laverty will find out where we are with A. Strobel’s draft. The $100,000 appropriation will be referred back to committee for further discussion.

D. Architectural Committee: no update.

VI. Continuing Business
A. BAPCO Property

Tom Laverty again reported that five monitoring wells are being installed. Originally, remediation team did spot mapping and now they have do expand into grid mapping to more thoroughly understand site to help determine remediation process. There is no timeframe for progress in cleaning up the site until they have full discovery. Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue asked T. Laverty to remind Diane Seigel from Site Remediation that the Commission expects a presentation to understand the intricacies of what’s going on. 

B. Property Acquisitions

No update

C. Campbell-Christie House Addition and Grant Application for Structural Repairs

No update. 

D. State Plans for the Steuben House

See above discussion.


E. River Edge 

Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue mentioned Congressman S. Rothman’s interest in renaming local post offices for historic personages and the recommendation of Tantaqua, one of the last sachems of the Hackensacks, for that purpose. She continues to urge the name change for the North Hackensack Station. 

F. New Milford

No update

G. Demarest House Rehabilitation

The Demarest House will be cleaned and opened for holiday events.

H. Department of Treasury Grant/Steuben House Rehabilitation

Superintendent R. Fitzgerald reported that plans for the stair treads and doors were submitted to State Historic Preservation Office for review after the fact and were approved. The last phase, consisting of painting and plastering, has not yet been approved. Commission approval is required to avoid repeat of past mistakes. Grant extension expires December 31st.

I. Teaneck Tractor property

No update.

J. FEMA Assistance:

BCHS President Deborah Powell reported that the Office of Homeland Security is still awaiting appointment of insurance officers. Through M. Donohue, she has contacted Congressman S. Rothman’s office for assistance. Estimates of damage range from $170,000 to $375,000.

VII. HNBL Activities:

A. Steuben House Report

See above.

B. Society Lands

Agreement reached with Northern Border Trees to sell Christmas trees on the Society’s land.

VII.
New Business:
A New HNBLPC website

Commissioner A. Dib showed the new HNBLPC website, which he created at newbridgelanding.org through donation from Chairman M. Trepicchio. He suggested that business cards should show the email address: newbridgelanding.org

B. Communication from Assemblywoman Charlotte Vandervalk

Secretary K. Wright read the following letter from Assemblywoman Vandervalk, dated December 5, 2007:

“I am very sorry that I missed the reception for Bob on Sunday.  I last minute family complication made it impossible for me to attend.  Please extend my best wishes to Bob and to the entire Historic New Bridge Landing Commission and also my thanks for all of his and your many years of hard work. Charlotte”

VIII.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 8:56 PM.

IX.
Next Meeting

The HNBLPC will meet at 7 PM in the Campbell-Christie House, 1201 Main Street, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661 on January 3, 2008. Future meetings are scheduled for Feb 7, Mar 6, Apr 3, May 1, Jun 5, Aug 7, Sept 4, Oct 2, Nov 6, and Dec 4, 2008.
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