Minutes of the Meeting of the 

Historic New Bridge Landing Park Commission

December 4, 2008

 

I.              Open Public Meetings Statement
 



Secretary K. Wright read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement and Chairman M. Trepicchio opened the meeting at 7:10 PM

 

II.             Commissioners’ Attendance: A. Dib; M. Donohue; W. J. Oddie; A. Subrizi;; M. Trepicchio.


Excused: J. Bellis; J. Heffernan; J. Mroczko; A. Strobel.


Also present: K. Wright, Secretary; D. Powell, President, Bergen County Historical Society; Lou Kahn; Thomas Laverty, Office of Interpretation and Resource Management; T. Adriance, historic restoration contractor.

 

III.            Review of Minutes 
 



The Minutes of the Meeting of November 6, 2008 were reviewed and filed as submitted. Motion to approve the Minutes: M. Donohue; Second, W. J. Oddie. Motion carried.

 

IV.          Calendar:
 



Holiday Open House, December 14, 2008, 2-4 PM



Winter Tavern Nights, December 18 & 19, 2008, 5-7:30 PM, $30 per person



25th Annual Colonial Christmas Concerts, December 20th, 7 & 8:30 PM, and December 21st, 6 & 7:30 PM, featuring Linda Russell & Companie.



Twelfth Night Party, January 4, 2009, 2-5 PM.



St. Valentine Poetry Reading and Love Letters Shared at the History Café, February 15, 2009, 1-4 PM.



Chwame Gischuch, the Lenape New Year, at the History Café, March 22, 2009, 1-4 PM, featuring Bob Wills of the Sunrise Trading Post.



The Hudson 400 at the History Café, April 5, 2009, 1-4 PM, featuring Kevin Wright on his forthcoming book, 1609, A Country Which Was Never Lost.



Pinkster Fest, A Colonial Celebration of Spring, May 3, 2009, 1-4 PM.

 



The Bergen County Historical Society also conducts monthly lecture programs at the Second Reformed Church in Hackensack on the third Thursday. The Revolutionary War Roundtable meets the last Tuesday of the month in the Iron Horse Inn, Westwood, NJ. For additional information on Society programs and events, visit: www.bergencountyhistory.org
 

V.            Chair’s Report:
 



Chairman M. Trepicchio announced that we were moving forward at a steady clip, focusing on our mission to get the place up and running. He complimented Tim Adriance and the Blauvelt-Demarest Foundation for the great job he was doing on the Demarest House.

 



He noted that the legislation was moving forward with bipartisan support but that we already have broad powers to operate the park. The supplemental legislation will upgrade the level of state representation to the level of the DEP Commissioner, refine the boundaries and transfer administration of state-owned lands and buildings within the DEP from the Division of Parks & Forestry to the HNBLPC.

 



Chairman Trepicchio, Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue, BCHS President D. Powell and former BCHS President K. Wright had a pleasant and productive meeting with Malcolm Borg, who is very concerned and interested in the site. He was very helpful in a number of ways, offering advice and suggestions.

 

VI.          Continuing Business:
 



A.    BAPCO Site Remediation
 



Commissioner M. Donohue said the River Edge Mayor and Council are very upset about the condition of the former BAPCO property and will write to Governor Corzine to complain about ongoing deterioration of fence and neglectful appearance of site.

 



B.    Property Acquisitions
 



No update.

 



C.    HNBL Signage Project and Committee
 



T. Laverty reported due date for bids pushed back from last Tuesday to next Tuesday. Parks & Forestry had to make a disk to send Interpretative Plan and other relevant materials to bidders, which Tom sent December 9th. Four potential contractors showed up at pre-bid meeting. Tom will try and get bid package out for evaluation as soon as possible. He asked Treasury for a little more time for review process. If he gets bid packages out by end of next week, then we will have additional time over holidays to review and rate. He was encouraged questions were more on the mark this time and that only historic restoration architects were included. The entrance sign is the only one that will actually be built; other proposed signs will only be designed.

 



D.   BCHS Museum Building/Fundraising
 



Students are fundraising and the first donations are coming into the New Bridge Conservancy Fund. We have also sent out letters and pamphlets to potential major donors.

 



E.     Society Report
 



BCHS President noted the Society celebrates the 25th anniversary of its Colonial Christmas Concerts this year—a remarkable accomplishment given the obstacles put in our path along the way. This month also marks the 225th anniversary of the State of NJ’s gift of the Jan Zabriskie estate at New Bridge to Baron von Steuben.

 



F.    Parks & Forestry Webpage
 



No update

 



G.   Demolition of Saw Shop
 



No update

 



H.   Steuben House/Historic Structures Report & Discovery Project
 



The subcommittee to review the Scope of Work for the Steuben House Historic Structure Report is: K. Wright, J. Heffernan and T. Adriance with John Heffernan as chairperson. We will ask J. Heffernan to circulate report and organize a subcommittee meeting as soon as possible.

 



I.      Amended legislation
 



The State Senate passed the HNBL bill, 39-0. This is a great accomplishment. We thank Senator Weinberg for appearing on behalf of the bill before the Senate Environment Committee and to Senator Gerald Cardinale for appearing on our behalf in front of the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee. Now the bill moves on to the General Assembly for vote.

 



J.     Campbell-Christie House Addition of Kitchen Wing and Structural Repairs
 



No update.

 



K.    Demarest House Restoration
 



Contractor T. Adriance reported he had overlooked a photograph of the Demarest House at the last meeting, included in The Story of New Milford (1964), but that it contained no new information. He didn’t realize he had previously scanned and saved a copy of this picture. He received two photographs from David C. Major and John S. Major, showing the house in its original location in wintertime: one taken from the front corner, but another one of the rear of the building from the northwest, giving great detail of clapboard on the back of house. This proves the original HABS drawings from 1934 are partly unreliable as regards the rear fascia board. Evidence from rafters also indicates the house had a fire near the west chimney, probably prior to 1897. Tim said that J. Bellis, Jr., had stopped by the site yesterday to view progress and they discussed possibility of dendrochronology. The stove chimney is completed and no deflection of support beam is evident. He capped the east chimney with aluminum plate; it is not designed for use. He also has the gable end and trim board up. The spring eaves have new outlookers   with carefully simulated vertical saw marks. In the absence of metal flashing, the chimneys have a drip course to deflect rain onto roof. He explained that Phase I includes siding, chimneys, new roof and heating system, to be completed by January 1st.

 



Chairman M. Trepicchio reiterated that it is exciting to see the transformation. Commissioner J. Bellis is eager to continue on to Phase II.

 



L.    Master Gardeners Proposal
 



No update.

 



M.   Capital Spending
 



No update.

 



N.    North Hackensack Train Station Name Change
 



Vice-Chairwoman M. Donohue met John Leon at the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee meeting and he spoke very positively about the name change. Mary also sent modern road maps, including latest Rand McNally, indicating “New Bridge” as a place-name for his consideration.

 

VII.        New Business:
 



A.    HNBLPC Meeting Schedule for 2009
 



Resolved, the Historic New Bridge Landing Park Commission hereby agrees to schedule meetings for January 15, 2009, February 5, March 5, April 2, May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6, September 3, October 1, November 5 and December 3, 2009. Motion: W. J. Oddie; Second, M. Donohue. Motion carried.
 

VIII.      Adjournment:
 



The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.

 

IX.          Next Meeting:
 



The HNBLPC will meet at 7 PM in the Campbell-Christie House, 1201 Main Street, River Edge, New Jersey, 07661 on January 15, 2009. Future meetings are scheduled for February 5, March 5, April 2, May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6, September 3, October 1, November 5 and December 3, 2009.

